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as are not acquainted with the Histories, howe the King of Portirgall,
whose Country for popularity and number of people, is scarce com-
parable to some three shires of Englande. And the King of Spayne
likewise, whose naturall Countrey dooth not greatly abounde with
people. Both which Princes, by meanes of theyr discoveries, within
lesse then 90. yeeres past, have as it appeareth, both mightely and
mervailouslie enlarged theyr territories and dominions through theyr
owne industrie, by the assistance of the omnipotent, whose ayde we
shall not neede to doubt, seeing the cause and quarrell which we take
in hand tendeth to his honour and glory, by the enlargement of the
Christian fayth.
To conclude, since by Christian duety we stand bounde cheefely
to further all such acts as doo tende to the encreasing the true
flocke of Christ, by reducing into the right way those loste sheepe
which are yet astray. And that wee shall therein followe the example
of our right vertuous predicessors of renowmed memory, and leave
unto our posteritie, a device memoriall of so godly an enterprise,
Let us I say for the considerations alledged, enter into judgement
with ourselves, whether this action may belong to us or no. The
rather for that this voyage through the mighty assistaunce of the
omnipotent God, shal take our desired effect (whereof there is no
just cause of doubt) Then shall her Majesties dominions be enlarged,
her highnes auncient titles justly confyrmed, all odious ydlenes from
this our Realme utterly banished. Divers decayed Townes repayred,
and many poore and needy persons relieved, and estates of such as
nowe live in want shalbe embettered. The ignorant and barbarous
Idolaters taught to knowe Christ. The innocent defended from their
bloodie tyrannicall neighbours. The diabolicall custome of sacri-
fycing humaine Creatures abolished.
All which (no man doubteth) are thinges gratefull in the sight of
our Saviour, and tending to the honour and glory of the Trinitie: Be
of good cheere therefore, for he that can not erre hath sayd: That
before the ende of the world, his word shall bee preached to all
nations. Which good worke, I trust is reserved for our Nation to
accomplish in these partes: Wherefore my deere Countrimen, be
not dismayed, for the power of God is nothing diminished, nor the
love that he hath to the preaching and planting of the Gospell any
whitt abated. Shall we then doubt he will be lesse ready, most
mightily and miraculously to assist our Nation in this quarrel, which
is cheefely and principally undertaken for the enlargement of the
Christian fayth abroade, and the banishment of ydlenes at home, then